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THE WHITE FLAG 





PS a HARDING in a message 

to the Senate on February 24 ap- 

pealed for United States adherence to 

the Permanent Court of International 

Justice with four reservations: 

(1) Adherence should not involve us in any 
legal relation to the League of Nations or 


assumption of any obligations under the 
Covenant. 


(2) We should be permitted to share in the elec- 
tion of judges. 


(3) We should pay a fair share of the expenses 
of the Court as determined and appropriated 
by Congress. 


(4) The statute creating the Court should not be 
changed without our consent. 

These reservations were fairly simple 
and not impossible of acceptance by the 
other members of the Court. Our ad- 
herence on this basis was proposed by 
Mr. Hughes, and endorsed by the Presi- 
dent, by Mr. Root, by Mr. Hoover, and 
a long list of national organizations, in- 
cluding the United States Chamber of 
Commerce, the Federation of Churches 
(representing 30,000,000 people), the 
Association of Advertising Clubs, the 
League of Women Voters and (rather 
indirectly to be sure) by the General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. The press 
on the whole—Republican and Demo- 
cratic—was favorable and hailed Mr. 
Harding for assuming a belated leader- 
ship. There was every indication that 
the Senate would have ratified the pro- 
posal if it followed the wishes of the 
American people. The campaign had 
just begun. 

Of course the irreconcileables were 
against it. Chairman Adams of the Re- 
publican National Committee was 
against it. But recent rumors that the 
President had ‘“‘capitulated” were indig- 
nantly denied. He was standing firm. 

Just how firm, is now revealed by his 


speech in St. Louis on June 22. Instead 
of his origina] whole-hearted champion- 
ship of the Court, he hesitates. He ‘“‘won- 
ders whether’. He declares that he does 
not wish to score a victory for a not yet 
apparent “executive insistence’. He 
therefore proposes two more reservations 
not remotely connected with the original 
four, to the effect that the Court be com- 
pletely divorced from the League and 
that it be self-perpetuating, i. e., elect its 
own judges. And he then declares, “I 
neither advance nor retreat from the po- 
sition I assumed in my recent message.”’ 

Is the President so naive as to think 
that the forty nations composing the 
Court will accept such proposals, or does 
he trust to the naiveté of America not to 
see that he is knifing his own plan? Many 
American students of international jur- 
isdiction hold that a self-perpetuating 
court is dangerous and undemocratic. 
The President has declared up to now 
that the Court was sufficiently free from 
the League. His St. Louis speech reveals 
nothing less than a complete surrender to 
the obstructionists and “little Ameri- 
cans’. It is a rout, an abandonment of 
his proclaimed leadership, a barricade of 
words to mask his retreat in the face of 
the preliminary fire. 

Nor is the situation helped by Mr. 
Harding’s passionate peroration, an ap- 
peal to our patriotism, humanity, Chris- 
tianity and lcve for our fellow men, of 
which our joining the Court is to be the 
test. Says Mr. Harding: 

“My soul yearns for peace. My heart is 
anguished by the suffering of war. My 
spirit is eager to serve. My passion is for 
justice over force. My hope is in the great 
Comes... 2. a” 

All very well, but probably no enemy 
of the Court will deal it a greater blow 
than this from its friend. The pity of 


























it is that this fine passion does not go 
hand in hand with a clearer vision and 
leadership. The President has hopeless- 
ly confused the issue. 

Not the warmest advocate of the Court 
claims that it will of itself abolish war. 
It is not a super-state. It falls short of 
the perfect tribunal. It is nevertheless 
a highly important and necessary first 
step in the slow process of substituting 
law for force—but an essentially modest 
step. And therein lies the crux. If the 
United States will not go even so little 
towards international cooperation, then 
farewell to all efforts in this direction for 
a long, long time. And the blame will 
lie squarely on the Laodicean shoulders 
of those who should be leaders. 

CHRISTINA MERRIMAN. 


Chinese Developments 


UST about a year ago news from China 

told of a reversal in the north and a 
reversal in the south. In the north the 
War Lord of Manchuria, Chang Tso Lin, 
had been driven back from his advance 
on Peking by General Wu Pei Fu, sup- 
posedly supporting the authority of the 
Government at Peking headed by Pres- 
ident Li Yuan Hung, a figure-head only. 
In the south, Sun Yat Sen had been 
forced to leave Canton by General Chen 
Kiung Ming who refused to support Sun 
in his proposed military expedition to- 
ward Peking; and Sun entered into an 
alliance with Chang of Manchuria, re- 
mote though he was. 

Now we hear of reversals of these re- 
versals of last summer. In the south Sun 
Yat Sen has regained control of Canton 
and Kwangtung, though still checked in 
the adjacent provinces of Fukien, Hunan 
and Kwangsi by troops under henchmen 
of Wu Pei Fu.* 

In Peking, Tsao Kun and Wu Pei Fu 
have forced President Li Yuan Hung to 
withdraw and he is practically a prisoner 
of theirs in Tientsin, while the Christian 
General, Feng Yue Chang, a supporter of 
Wu and Tsao, holds Peking in order. 
“Peking” as standing for a central gov- 
ernment of China is an empty word and 
has been such for several years, existing 
only on the slight foundation of ‘Foreign 
Recognition”. Dr. Sun has frequently 
declared that if foreign-recognition (in- 
cluding loans) would only cease the so- 
called government at Peking would com- 
pletely collapse and the Constitutional 
Party could more rapidly succeed in the 


“Incidentally Sun’s return to Canton was the 
occasion of an almost complete reversal of policy 
by the British Government of Hongkong, who 
hitherto had not countenanced Sun; but this 
spring the Governor of Hongkong entertained 
him at luncheon, the University of Hongkong in- 
vited him to address an assembly, and British 
banks discussed conditions on which financial aid 


might be given his scheme for improvements at 
Canton, 


Page Two 








unification of China. At present there 
is no President, nor Premier, nor authori- 
tative cabinet in Peking,—though Ko 
Ling Wei has been selected as an “Acting 
Premier” by those Ministers or heads of 
departments who still attempt to function 
and who are ostensibly friendly to Tsao, 
Wu, Feng and Company. 

Wellington Koo and W. W. Yen, were 
in turn offered the Premiership but na- 
turally declined. 

Having ceased to function as President 
because the Tuchuns would not let him, 
Li Yuan Hung announces that he has not 
resigned and calls upon Chang Tso Lin 
(who last summer refused to recognize 
his authority as President) to defeat 
Tsao, Wu, Feng and Co., and to cooperate 
with Tuan Chi Jui, the leader of the Anfu 
Party who was Premier during Li’s for- 
mer term as President, and with Sun Yat 
Sen, the leader of the Kuomingtong, in 
an effort to establish an effective national 
government. To this group of support- 
ers has been added Lu Yung Chang, the 
strong man in control of Chekiang 
Province. It is generally believed that 
Chang Tso Lin andTuan Chi Jui and per- 
haps Sun Yat Sen also have at times had 
support from Japan. It is also generally 
believed that Tsao Kun will soon be made 
President, but that his tenure of office 
may be brief! 

The recent bandit outrages which af- 
fected several foreigners along with a 
large number of Chinese, has led the 
British Government, so it is reported, to 
demand the right to maintain its own 
guards on the Tientsin Pukow Railway. 
It would seem more effective if the really 
responsible parties higher up were made 
to pay and deprived of their wealth and 
power. Marshal Tsao Kun, himself, is 
primarily responsible for the military af- 
fairs of Shantung, and the court-martial 
ordered for the Tuchun and Civil Gover- 
nor of Shantung seems only a suspicious 
shifting of responsibility. 

Foreign intervention in China has been 
demanded by the British and American 
Chambers of Commerce at Shanghai. 
But such would surely be a calamity. The 
Chinese General Chamber of Com- 
merce, meeting at Shanghai, June 23, 
calls upon the provincial author- 
ities to provide adequate protection for 
life and property, especially of foreign- 
ers. It repudiates the present “Cabinet” 
in Peking as unconstitutional and urges 
the immediate convocation of a people’s 
administrative conference. As the first 
definite action of responsible Chinese 
commercial interests, this appeal, if fol- 
lowed up, may afford the desired ray of 
light in a very complex situation. 

China must be allowed to work out her 
own salvation. Time and patience are the 
essence of the problem. C. K. Ep unos. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 
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